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MUSIC 
Young Adult Booklist 

Leah on the Offbeat 

By Becky Albertalli 

YA ALBERTALLI 
With prom and graduation 
around the corner, drummer 
Leah Burke struggles when her 

group of friends start fighting.  

 
Solo 

By Kwame Alexander 

YA ALEXANDER 
Blade endeavors to resolve 
painful issues from his past,  
navigate the challenges of his 
former rockstar father's 
addictions, scathing tabloid 
rumors, and a protected secret 

that threatens his own identity.  

 
This Is What It Feels Like 

By Rebecca Barrow 

YA BARROW 
A band contest forces a once-
aspiring musician to make peace 
with the consequences of a 
friend's heavy drinking and the 
harsh realities of the disparity 
between the futures they 
imagined and how things really 

panned out. 

 
Summer Bird Blue 

By Akemi Dawn Bowman 

YA BOWMAN 
Rumi Seto plans to spend her life 
writing music with her younger 
sister, Lea. When Lea dies in a 
car accident, her mother sends 
Rumi to live with her aunt in 
Hawaii. Struggling with grief and 
without music in her life, Rumi 
turns to the friendship of a 

teenage surfer named Kai. 

Kill the Boy Band 

By Goldy Moldavsky 

YA MOLDAVSKY 
Four fangirls of The Ruperts 
sneak away to a hotel in 
Manhattan to see their 
favorite boy band, but when 
one of them literally drags 
Rupert Pierpont to their room 
and they tie him up, things get 

complicated. 

 
Eleanor & Park 

By Rainbow Rowell 

YA ROWELL 
Set over the course of one 
school year in 1986, this is 
the story of two star-crossed 
misfits, smart enough to know 
that first love almost never 

lasts, but brave enough to try. 

 
This Song Will Save Your Life 

By Leila Sales 

YA SALES 
Nearly a year after a failed 
suicide attempt, Elise 
discovers that she has the 
passion, and the talent, to be 

a disc jockey. 

 
Bobby Sky: Boy Band or Die 

By Joe Shine 

YA SHINE 
After two grueling years of 
training to be a Shadow, a top-
secret guardian, Robert 
"Hutch" Hutchinson's first 
assignment is to join a boy 
band and protect its world-

famous front-man.  

 
Our Year of Maybe 

By Rachel Lynn Solomon 

YA SOLOMON 
Aspiring choreographer 
Sophie Orenstein, eighteen, 
wonders if seventeen-year-old 
Peter Rosenthal-Porter, gifted 
pianist, best friend, and secret 
crush, will love her back after 

receiving her kidney.  

On the Come Up 

By Angie Thomas 

YA THOMAS 
Bri hopes to become a great 
rapper, and after her first song 
goes viral for all the wrong 
reasons, must decide whether to 
sell out or face eviction with her 

widowed mother.  

 
Night Music 

By Jenn Marie Thorne 

YA THORNE 
Ruby and Oscar are caught up in 
a romance despite very different 
backgrounds and her having 
given up on music, while he is 
the prodigy of her father, a 

renowned composer.  

 
Love & Luck 

By Jenna Evans Welch 

YA WELCH 
In order to fix their shattered 
sibling relationship--and Addie's 
broken heart--Addie and Ian take 
a road trip across Ireland filled 
with unexpected detours and a 

stop at a major musical festival.  

 
The Bright Siders 

By Jen Wilde 

YA WILDE 
Labeled a tabloid pariah after a 
night of reckless partying, 
bisexual teen drummer Emmy 
King turns to her friends for 

support. 



Passenger 

By Alexandra Bracken 

YA BRACKEN 

In one devastating night, violin  
prodigy Etta Spencer loses 
everything she knows and 
loves and is thrust into an 

unfamiliar world. 

 

Permanent Record 

By Mary H. K. Choi 

YA CHOI 
Pablo Neruda Rind is working 
in an upscale health food store 
in New York City when pop star 
Leanna Smart rushes in and 

turns his life upside-down.  

 

Finding Yvonne 

By Brandy Colbert 

YA COLBERT 
Fearing she will not be 
accepted into her conservatory 
of choice in spite of her 
dedication to the violin after 
her mother's abandonment, 
Yvonne bonds with a street 
musician before an 
unexpected pregnancy 

challenges her prospects.  

 

Fireworks 

By Katie Cotugno 

YA COTUGNO 
Dana and Olivia are training to 
be pop stars, and Dana is 
falling for Alex, the earnest, 
endlessly talented boy who's 
destined to be the next big 
thing. It should be a dream 
come true, but as the days of 
grueling practice and constant 
competition take their toll, 
things between Olivia and 

Dana start to shift  

 

Take a Bow 

By Elizabeth Eulberg 

YA EULBERG 
Four music students at a 
performing arts high school in 
New York City feel the pressure 

for their senior recital. 

Playlist for the Dead 

By Michelle Falkoff 

YA FALKOFF 
After his best friend, Hayden, 
commits suicide, Sam is 
determined to find out why, 
using the clues in the playlist 

Hayden left for him. 

 

Spin 

By Lamar Giles 

YA GILES 
When DJ ParSec, rising star of 
the local music scene, is found 
dead over her turntables, the 
two girls who found her, Kya 
and Fuse, are torn between 
grief for Paris and hatred for 
each other but must unite to 
find out who murdered their 

friend.  

 

You’d Be Mine 

By Erin Hahn 

YA HAHN 
After the death of her parents, 
who were country music stars, 
Annie Mathers wants to 
perform her own music and she 
is paired to go on tour with 
country superstar Clay, who has 
a bad-boy image, but their 
attraction to each other and 
quest for fame leads to 

complications.  

 

Seraphina 

By Rachel Hartman 

YA HARTMAN 
In a world where dragons and 
humans coexist, Seraphina 
grapples with her identity amid 
magical secrets and royal 
scandals, while developing her 

musical talents. 

 

Let Me Hear a Rhyme 

By Tiffany Jackson 

YA JACKSON 
Three Brooklyn teens plot to 
turn their murdered friend into 
a major rap star by pretending 

he is still alive. 

Five Flavors of Dumb 

By Antony John 

YA JOHN 
Piper becomes the manager for 
her classmates' popular rock 
band, called Dumb, giving her 
the chance to prove her 

capabilities to others. 

 
All of Us with Wings 

By Michelle Ruiz Keil 

YA KEIL 
Xochi's life changed when she 
became governess to 
precocious twelve-year-old 
Pallas, but the duo 
unintentionally summons a pair 
of ancient creatures 
determined to right the wrongs 

of Xochi's adolescence.  

 
Open Road Summer 

By Emery Lord 

YA LORD 
Reagan tries to escape 
heartbreak and a bad 
reputation by going on tour 
with her country superstar best 
friend--only to find more trouble 
as she falls for the surprisingly 
sweet guy hired to pose as the 

singer's boyfriend.  

 
DJ Rising 

By Love Maia 

YA MAIA 
Marley Diego-Dylan's career as 
"DJ Ice" is skyrocketing, but his 
mother's heroin addiction 
keeps dragging him back to 

earth.  

 
Famous in a Small Town 

By Emma Mills 

YA MILLS 
Loving her small community, 
school and best friends, Sophie 
develops an unexpected crush 
on a quiet, alluring new next-
door neighbor, August, who 
seems to prefer keeping others 

at arm's length.  


