
 

The Absolutely True Diary  

of a Part-Time Indian      

Sherman Alexie                                       

YA ALEXIE   

Budding cartoonist Junior switches 

from his school on the Spokane Indian 

Reservation to an all-white school.  
 

Ship Breaker 

Paolo Bacigalupi 

YA BACIGALUPI 

When Nailer, a scavenger of  
grounded ships, finds a wreckage  

with a girl inside, he must decide  

if he will strip the ship for money  

or rescue the girl. Companion: The 

Drowned Cities. 
 

Graffiti Knight 

Karen Bass 

PB YA BASS 

In post-war Leipzig, Wilm feels  

justified in spray painting messages  

at night on police buildings, until  

one night his actions go too far. 
 

Tyrell 

Coe Booth 

YA BOOTH 

Tyrell, who is living in a Bronx  

homeless shelter with his mother  

and his younger brother, tries to  

avoid temptation so he does not  

end up in jail like his father.  

Sequel: Bronxwood.   
 

Call the Shots 

Don Calame 

YA CALAME 

Coop hopes to make it big with  
his new money-making scheme:  

creating a low-budget horror  

movie. Also by this author:  

Swim the Fly. 

The Alex Crow 

Andrew Smith 

YA SMITH 

The story of Ariel, a Middle Eastern  

refugee who now lives in West  

Virginia, is juxtaposed against those  

of a schizophrenic bomber, the  

diaries of a failed arctic expedition  

from the late nineteenth century,  

and a depressed bionic crow. Also  
by this author: Grasshopper Jungle. 

 

In Real Life 

Lawrence Tabak 

YA TABAK 

Math prodigy Seth hopes to compete 

professionally playing Starfare,  

the world's most popular computer 

game, but when he gets the chance 

to move to Korea and train full-time, 

he may not be ready to leave  

home behind. 
 

Anything Could Happen 
Will Walton 

YA WALTON 

Tretch lives in a very small town  

where everybody is in everybody  

else's business. Which makes it  

hard for him to be in love with  

his straight best friend. 
 

Ascending the Boneyard 

C. G. Watson 

YA WATSON 

Overwhelmed by a series of losses,  

including an accident that put his  

brother in a wheelchair, Tosh 
escapes into a video game that  

becomes more real than his life. 
 

Zeroes 

Scott Westerfeld 

YA WESTERFELD 

Don't call them heroes, but these  

six Californian teens have powers 

that set them apart. When a rescue 

blows up in their faces, the Zeroes 

find themselves propelled into 

whirlwind encounters with ever 

more dangerous criminals.  

Noggin 

John Corey Whaley 

YA WHALEY 

After dying at age sixteen, Travis'  

head was removed and frozen for  

five years before being attached to  

another body. Now Travis must  

find a way to live while figuring  

out the changes in his life and his 

relationships. Also by this author:  

Where Things Come Back. 
 

Level Up 

Gene Luen Yang 

YA  GRAPHIC BOOK YANG 

Dennis, the son of Chinese  

immigrants, yearns to play video  

games like his friends. Upon his  

strict father's death, he becomes  

obsessed with them, but, realizing  

how his father sacrificed for him,  

he chooses a nobler path. 
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Popular series  

for guys: 
Warrior Heir—Cinda Williams Chima 

Artemis Fowl—Eoin Colfer 
The Hunger Games—Suzanne Collins 

The Rangers Apprentice—John Flanagan 
Reinstein Brothers—Geoff Herbach 

Enemy—Charlie Higson 
Department 19—Will Hill 

Alex Rider Adventures– Anthony Horowitz 
The Giver Quartet—Lois Lowry 
Rot & Ruin—Jonathan Maberry 

Fairy Tail—Hiro Mashima 
Maximum Ride—James Patterson 

Fifth Wave—Richard Yancey 

Guy Lit : 
Books for teen guys 



Aristotle and Dante Discover  

the Secrets of the Universe 

Benjamin Alire Sáenz 

YA SAENZ 

Ari is an angry loner with a brother  

in prison, but when he meets Dante  

and they become friends, Ari starts  
to ask questions about himself and  

his family. 
 

Challenger Deep 

Neal Shusterman 

YA SHUSTERMAN 

Caden is a brilliant high school 

student whose friends are starting  

to notice his odd behavior. Caden  

is on a ship that's headed for the 

deepest point on Earth: Challenger 

Deep. Caden is torn between the real 

world and the visions in  

his head.  
 

Unwind 

Neal Shusterman  

YA SHUSTERMAN 

In a future world where teens  

between the ages of thirteen and 

eighteen can be "unwound," their  

body parts harvested for use by  

others, three teens go to extreme 

lengths to survive. First in the series. 
 

Struts & Frets 

Jon Skovron 

YA SKOVRON 

Sammy wants to be a musician,  
but while the band he is in is self- 

destructing, Sammy is too distracted  

by his grandfather's decline and  

confused feelings about his best  

friend to fix it. 
 

Hellraisers 

Alexander Gordon Smith 

YA SMITH 

Marlow is always in trouble,  

until one day he stumbles into the  

middle of a battle with a demon,  

and learns about The Devil's engine,  

an ancient machine which can grant  
anything you wish for.  

The Eye of Minds 

James Dashner  

YA DASHNER 

Michael is a skilled internet  

gamer in a world of advanced  

technology. When a cyber- 

terrorist begins to threaten  

players, Michael is called upon  

to seek him and his secrets out.  

First in the series. 

 

Pirate Cinema 

Cory Doctorow                                

YA DOCTOROW 

In a dystopian, near-future  

Trent, obsessed with making  

movies on his computer, joins  

a group of artists and activists  

who are trying to fight a new  

bill that will criminalize  

internet creativity. Also by  

this author: In Real Life. 

 

My Name is Not Easy 

Debby Dahl Edwardson 

YA EDWARDSON 

A group of Iñupiaq boys  

relate their experiences in the  

early 1960s when they are  

forced to attend a Catholic  

boarding school. 

 

You Don’t Even Know Me:  

Stories and Poems About Boys 

Sharon G. Flake 

YA FLAKE 

Twenty-two stories and  

poems about African  

American teenage boys. 

 

Losers Take All 

David Klass 

YA KLASS 

At a sports-crazy high school  

where all kids must play on a  

team, a group of rebels start a  

soccer team designed to  

undermine the jock-culture  

of the school. 

Hit Count 

Chris Lynch 

YA LYNCH 

Arlo loves being at the heart of  

the action on the football field, even  
though his mother quotes head injury  

statistics and refuses to watch. Arlo's  

winning plays and the cheering  

crowds are enough to convince him  

that everything is OK, in spite of the  

pain, the pounding, and the dizziness.  

 

Hold Me Closer,  Necromancer 

Lish McBride 

YA MCBRIDE 

Sam, a Seattle fast-food worker  
and college dropout, discovers  

that he is a necromancer. Sequel:  

Necromancing the Stone. 

 

Hoops      

Walter Dean Myers 

PB YA MYERS 

A teenage basketball player from  

Harlem is befriended by a former  

professional player who, after being 

forced to quit because of a scandal, 
hopes to prevent other young athletes 

from repeating his mistake. Also by 

this author: Monster. 

 

The Knife of Never Letting Go 

Patrick Ness 

YA NESS 

Pursued by power-hungry Prentiss  

and mad minister Aaron, Todd and  

Viola set out across New World  

searching for answers about his  
colony's true past. First in the series.  

 

Ball Don’t Lie 

Matt de la Peña 

YA PENA 

Sticky lives to play basketball at  

school and at Lincoln Rec Center  

but he is unaware of the many 

dangers, including his own past, that  

threaten his dream. Also by  
this author: Mexican Whiteboy. 


