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Our History
•

In Fall of 1961, a committee of citizens was
established to support library operations, later
becoming the Friends of Waukesha Public
Library.

•

On April 12, 1964, the Friends planned and
hosted the very first open-house for the newly
renovated Library.

Did You Know?
•

The Friends planted and set the first grass sod in
Waukesha’s Cutler Park right outside of the
Library!

“The Friends are the cornerstone of the Waukesha Public
Library, and they are responsible for some of the most cherished
events and special collections in the history of the organization.”
-Patricia Church, President

Community Enrichment Programs
The Friends of Waukesha Public Library support and fund a wide variety
of programs, events and services that enrich literacy and education in the
local and regional community of Library patrons.
Much of this support has been consistent for over 50 years and includes:

• Children’s Reading Programs

1964 - present

• Bright Beginnings Workshops

2000 - present

• Waukesha Janboree

2000 - present

• Waukesha Reads / The Big Read

2008 - present

• 1000 Books Before Kindergarten

2013 - present

Technology & Associated Media
The Friends also play a major role in funding new or supplemental
technological initiatives that complement Library programs, collections
and equal access efforts.
Much of this support consists of vital startup funding and includes:

• Children’s Video collection
• Collection Development
• CD collection
• Audio Book collection
• DVD collection

Started in 1974

Started in 1994
Started in 1999
Started in 2000

• Wireless Laptop Program

Started in 2013

• 3-D Printer & Scanner

Started in 2014

Furniture & Space Additions
Some of the Friends’ support is provided behind-the-scenes at the Library,
funding special measures that are not typically sponsored by traditional
sources. In this unique role, the Friends are responsible for the details that
are often overlooked in other organizations.
A few examples of Friends’ support in this key area include:

Fundraising

• Chandelier Installation

1988

• Patron Push Carts

1995

• Children’s Area Laminator

1996

The Friends play an instrumental role
in facilitating outside fundraising
efforts, including:

• Teen Zone Furniture

2005

• Book Sales: 1974 to present

• 321 Alphabet Square

2010

• Book Totes: 1992 to present

“The Friends of Waukesha Public Library are an instrumental component of what
we do, and who we are as a library community. Without their continued
support, we simply are not able to produce the quality programming,
technology initiatives and furnishings our patrons have come to expect.”
-Grant C. Lynch, Executive Director

By The Numbers

FY2013 Budgetary Supplement: $40,000

$3,700 for the Summer Reading Club
$1,300 for Waukesha Janboree
$6,000 for All-Ages Programming
$5,000 for Waukesha Reads 2013
$6,250 for Promotional Material

“Supporting the Friends of Waukesha Public Library is an investment in your library,
your future, and will serve the betterment of our entire community. The
Friends have a proven record of a substantial return-on-investment through
program and financial support that is long-lasting and impactful.”
-City of Waukesha Mayor Shawn Reilly

Future Projects

1. Continued support of adult, teen and children’s
programming, with emphasis on partnerships with
community groups and private enterprise.

2. Increase membership with particular focus on
membership retention, member involvement and
member rewards.

Future Projects

3. Expand volunteer base and facilitate new and exciting
opportunities for volunteers to make a positive
contribution in a variety of areas.

4. Play a major role in the future of the Waukesha Public
Library by being actively involved in ongoing
development and new technological initiatives.

“Giving to the Friends of Waukesha Public Library guarantees that you have
a voice in the future of the organization. Our success becomes your success.”
-Waukesha Alderman Andy Reiland

Give to the Friends
Sponsorship Levels
Nobel

$25,000 +

Newberry

$5,000 - $24,999

Pulitzer

$1,000 - $4,999

Peabody

$500 - $999

Classic

$250 - $499

Best Seller

$10 - $249
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Board of Trustees

Waukesha Public Library

Patricia Church, President
Jean Pascek, Vice President/Secretary
Sandi Ammerman, Treasurer
Candace Decker, Book Festival
Tammy Bowen-Dixon, Volunteers
Larry Nelson, Waukesha Reads
Leona Peters, Children’s Services

Grant C. Lynch, Executive Director
glynch@waukesha.lib.wi.us
262-524-3681
Joan Quinlan, Administrative Assistant
jquinlan@waukesha.lib.wi.us

Cynthia Deatrick, Board Liaison

262-524-3694

Mary Lamb, Member/Past President

Waukesha Public Library

Judy Roller, Member
Sandy Harris, Member

321 Wisconsin Avenue, Waukesha WI

